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February 25, 2021
TO:

Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Karen Murphy, Public Services Director

SUBJECT:

Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting of March 2, 2021

The regular meeting of the Midland Parks and Recreation Commission has been scheduled for
Tuesday, March 2, 2021. Due to Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s current Executive Orders
requiring social distancing and allowing meetings of public bodies to be held electronically,
this meeting will be conducted via videoconference. The City of Midland will utilize Zoom to
conduct this videoconference meeting.
To join via videoconference, go to:
https://zoom.us.join ~Webinar ID: 843 4997 0003 ~Password: 685834
To join via telephone, dial:
1 (312) 626-6799 ~Webinar ID: 843 4997 0003

~Password: 685834

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:
1) Call to Order
2) Roll Call
3) Minutes of meeting of December 1, 2020
4) Call to Audience
5) City of Midland Boards & Commission Code of Ethics
6) Michigan Recreation & Park Association Award for Grove Park
7) Preliminary Plan for 2021 Operations at Plymouth Pool
8) Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant request for Emerson Riverfront Phase II
9) Project Reports
a. Recreation update
b. Parks & Recreation Master Plan update
10) Old Business
11) New Business
12) Adjourn
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February 25, 2021
TO:

Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Karen Murphy, Director of Public Services

SUBJECT:

Notes for Meeting of March 2, 2021

City of Midland Boards & Commission Code of Ethics: City Council recently passed a City
of Midland Code of Conduct policy for all members of Council and associated Boards and
Commissions. I will briefly acknowledge the policy and request all Commissioners review
and sign off upon receipt of the policy.
Michigan Recreation & Park Association Award for Grove Park: Marcie Post will share an
exciting award that the City received recently for the Grove Park project.
Preliminary Plan for 2021 Operations at Plymouth Pool: Marcie Post will review a
preliminary plan to open Plymouth Pool for the season under the current pandemic guidelines
for outdoor swimming pools. The plan will include a reservation system for swim sessions
with preference given to City of Midland residents as the pool is only able to operate at 25%
capacity until pandemic guidelines are changed at the state level.
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant request for Emerson Riverfront Phase II: I will present
a proposal to apply again for state recreation grant funds for the completion of the Emerson Riverfront
renovation plan. When the original riverfront renovation was designed, it included two phases, the first
of which was completed with the river overlook and boardwalk project. The second phase includes
continuing the improvements along the riverfront leading toward the hockey rink area with new
railings, accessible walkways, picnic and fishing areas as well as a second connection to the Rail Trail.
Applying for the grant requires support from the Parks & Recreation Commission as well as a
recommendation to City Council to support the project.
Project Reports: Marcie Post will provide a recreation update and I will provide final details
on the approval and filing of the Parks & Recreation Master Plan.

Respectfully,

Karen Murphy

MIDLAND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 1, 2020
MIDLAND CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
7:00 P.M.
PROPOSED MINUTES

1) Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Nancy Carney.
**Pledge of Allegiance**
2) Roll Call:
a. MEMBERS PRESENT: Billotti, Carlson, Carney, Lemon, Steidemann, Varela
b. MEMBERS ABSENT: Rankin, Rice
c. OTHERS PRESENT: Marcie Post, Recreation Manager
3) Minutes of November 4, 2020: Lemon motioned, Varela seconded to receive minutes
of the meeting of November 4, 2020. Motion passed 6-0.
4) Call to Audience:

None

5) Public hearing on proposed recreation fee changes for 2021: Murphy reviewed the
proposed recreation fees as presented to the Commission at their November meeting.
The proposed fee changes include:
 Increase softball fees by $2.00 per player for adult summer & fall leagues
o Adult summer league to increase from $31 to $33 per player
o Adult fall league to increase from $21 to $23 per player
 New adult kickball league divisions and fee increase from current fee of
$25 per player
o Recreation league without umpires- $30 per player
o Competitive league with umpires - $35 per player
A public hearing was scheduled for this evening to review the proposed fee changes
but there were no audience members present who wished to comment, so the public
hearing was closed with no comments offered. Murphy shared that staff will consult
with City Council to determine if a joint meeting is needed. Murphy will then present
the recommended changes at two City Council meetings in January for consideration
and adoption.
Steidemann motioned to recommend the fees as proposed to the City Council, and
Varela seconded. Motion passed 6-0.
6) Parks & Recreation Master Plan – review of final draft: Murphy reviewed the process
for the master plan update as required by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR). The plan is required to be updated every five years in order for
the City to be eligible for State recreation grants. Murphy reviewed the required public

input process which included an online public survey with over 1,300 responses, a
booth at the Farmers Market in September where over 20 participants visited with Post
and Murphy, and a virtual meeting hosted on Zoom in October with 6 attendees.
Murphy then reviewed the 11 goals and 24 action items that were developed based on
the public input received along with staff knowledge of park usage and needs. Murphy
went on to share the updated recreation inventory which includes a new classification
system for the parks. The parks are now divided into 6 major parks, 6 community
parks, 12 special use parks, 58 neighborhood parks and 3 park trail ways. A copy of the
detailed recreation inventory that outlines the size, accessibility and amenities of each
park is included in the draft master plan that is currently posted on the City’s website
(www.cityofmidlandmi.gov/parksmasterplan). Murphy then summarized the
remaining timeline of requirements before the plan can be submitted to the MDNR,
including the approval by the Parks Commission of a formal resolution recommending
that City Council accept the final plan upon completion of a public hearing at a City
Council meeting in mid-January. Also required prior to plan submittal is a 30-day
public review period which Post and Murphy will advertise starting December 2. The
plan is due to the MDNR by February 1 and once approved, the City will be eligible to
apply for recreation grants again.
Murphy asked for a motion to support the signing of a formal resolution whereby the
Parks Commission recommends to City Council to accept the final plan upon
completion of the January public hearing. Billotti made said motion, Lemon seconded
the motion. Motion passed 6-0.
7) Project Reports:
a. Miracle Field: Murphy reported that final permits for the project are still
pending. While the project has not started as scheduled, Murphy is still hopeful
that some general site excavation can occur before the frost hits, with
underground utility work starting and building footings being poured.
b. Central Park Pickle Ball & Tennis Court project: Murphy shared that staff
have reached a resolution with the contractor on concerns with the asphalt base.
Unfortunately due to colder temperatures, the court surfacing cannot be done
this year. Murphy reported that the court leveling and the application of the
colored court surface will happen in the spring.
c. Recreation update: Post reported on the Neighborhood Mystery Scavenger
Hunt. As a first time event, Post was happy that 406 registrations were
received with a total of 612 people participating. 169 completed the hunt and
received a recreation pass for 2021 to use at Plymouth Pool or the City Forest.
Post plans to do this event annually in the fall along with the community
Neighboring Week.
Post discussed the upcoming Santa Calling program. With the COVID
pandemic, the program will be conducted virtually with volunteers patching
calls through from the North Pole from their homes. Post had to limit

participation this year to Midland residents only as the availability of volunteers
is limited and training new volunteers was not an option this year.
8) Old Business : None
9) New Business: There is no scheduled meeting in January. The next Commission
meeting will be held Tuesday, February 2, 2021.
10) Adjourn: Motioned by Billotti, seconded by Carlson to adjourn the meeting. Motion
passed 6– 0. Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Murphy
Director of Public Services

