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Can a farmer’s market
be put on the Putham
Park site?
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March 3, 1975

The City Council Official Summary of states:

“Approved policy reaffirming that all park
lands in the city shall not be developed for
use other than parks and recreation by the
following vote: yeas — Diesen, Friedle,
McCreadie, Holthofer: Nays — Goodenough.”



May 21, 1975 Council action established sixty three (63) parks.
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ARTICLE II. ESTABLISHMENT OF CERTAIN AREAS FOR
PARK AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES
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Kaufman Park established.
Adams Park established.
Siebert Park established.
St. Mary's Park established.
Huron Park established.
Valley Park established.
Orchard Park established.
Sunset Park established.

Wyndemere Park established.

Castle Park established.
Ottawa Park established.
Oak Park established.
Gleanoak Park established.
Longacres Park established.
Plymouth Park established.
Hillgrove Park established.
Briarwood Park established.
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Birchwood Park established.

Mac Park established.

Glencoe Park established.
Lalkwood Park established.
Sturgeon Creek Park established.
Garden Park established.
Wheeler Park established.
Meadowbrook Park established.
Devonshire Park established.
Barstow Woods Park established.
Chatham Park established.
Lowell Park established.
Greenfield Park established.
Wallen Park established.
Burlington Park established.
Chestnut Hill Park established.
Stratford Woods Park established.



Midland

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

17-49.

17-51.
17-53.
17-55.

17-57.
17-59.
17-61.
17-63.
17-65.
17-67.
17-69.
17-71.
17-73.
17-75.
17-77.

Griese Park established.

Parkdale Park established.
Dartmouth Park established.
Virginia Park established.

Parkwood Park established.
Crane Park established.
Noeske Park established.
Manor Park established.
Allen Park established.
Grove Park established.
Emerson Park established.

Currie Golf Course established.

St. Charles Park established.
Waterworks Park established.
Pine River Park established.
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17-50.

Ann M. Winger Park.

(Formally established Gary Park)
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Wyllys Park established.
Washington Woods Park established.
Maryland Park established.

Lincoln Park established.
Currie-Bennett Park established.
Dartmoor Park established.
Nelson Park established.

Central Park established.
Fournie Park established.
Revere Park established.
Chippewassee Park established.
Reserved. (**Prior Plumer Park)
City Forest established.

River Bend Park established.



e (Caa)

Midland

June 2, 1975 Council action approved proposed
language to amend Section 5.7 of the Midland
City Charter

Language as of June 2, 1975:

The Council shall have the power to enact all ordinances
deemed necessary for the establishment, maintenance, and
protection of all parks and recreational facilities, together
with the improvements thereon and appurtenances
thereto, owned or hereafter acquired by the city either
within or without its corporate limits.



Approved proposed language:

The Council shall have the power to enact all ordinances
deemed necessary for the establishment, maintenance, and
protection of all parks and recreational facilities, together
with the improvements thereon and appurtenances
thereto, owned or hereafter acquired by the city either
within or without its corporate limits. Once established, no
park shall be discontinued or used for purposes other than
public recreation, natural preserve or as a greenbelt unless
such discontinuance or other use shall be approved by a
majority of the electors of the city voting at a general
election. [Emphasis added.]

. Highlighted language is the added language for
M‘dland consideration of the Charter amendment vote.



Midland

August 5, 1975 proposed language to amend
Section 5.7 of the Midland City Charter was passed
by the voters

This language is still a part of our current Charter, reading as it did when
passed and added to the Charter August 5, 1975. The section reads in its
entirety:

The Council shall have the power to enact all ordinances deemed
necessary for the establishment, maintenance, and protection of all
parks and recreational facilities, together with the improvements
thereon and appurtenances thereto, owned or hereafter acquired by
the city either within or without its corporate limits. Once
established, no park shall be discontinued or used for purposes
other than public recreation, natural preserve or as a greenbelt
unless such discontinuance or other use shall be approved by a
majority of the electors of the city voting at a general election.
[Emphasis added.]



IMPORTANT DATES:

e March 3, 1975 — Council intent

e May 21, 1975 — ordinance established sixty three
(63) parks

e June 2, 1975 — proposed Charter language

e August 5, 1975 — Charter language approved by
voters
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Between 1981 and 2000, four (4) additional parks
were established and added to Chapter 17 of the
Code of Ordinances.

Those parks are:
Sec. 17-79. Thrune Park established. (1981)

Sec. 17-80. Hart Park established. (1990)
Sec. 17-81. Pere Marquette Rail-Trail Park established. (1996)

Sec. 17-82. Theis Park established. (2000)
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Non-ordinance parks:

Disc Golf Course
Riverside Golfside Park
Blake Park

Russell Park

Kent Park

Trilogy Skate Park
Gerstacker Spray Park
Towsley Dike Park

Northwest

Redcoats Softball Complex
Hintz Park

Cleveland Park

Putnam Park

Arbury Centennial Park

Caldwell Boat Launch
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PUTNAM BRIDGE
PROPERTY ACQUIRED

Midiand



15



1
.ﬂ
L.’”

City of Midland Property




October 2, 1968 there was a formal
bridge dedication, ribbon cutting
ceremony, parade and bridge walk.

Midiand
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Why the bridge name of Dr. Mark
E. Putham?
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Midland

The 1968 -1969 Annual Report of the Parks and
Recreation Department gave first insight to the
turf area and its future use. It stated:

One new area was added to the Parks Division
maintenance, this past year, with the completion of the
Putnam Bridge. A small area on the north end, plus the
banks, on both ends, will be maintained as turf areas. Plans

are underway to put benches, walks, shrubs and flowers in
“Putnam Park”.
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Sec. 22-1. Use of public right-of-way.

(a) Any use or activity within the public right-of-way shall first require permission from the city council,
either directly or as delegated by ordinance, except:

(1) The regular movement of vehicles and pedestrians when conforming to applicable traffic
regulations.

(2) Landscaping and landscape maintenance not constituting a traffic hazard as
determined by the city's traffic engineer.

(3) Picketing, either for economic or political purposes, when conducted in
conformance with Chapter 16 of this Code.

(4) Any work by public employees or persons under contract to a public agency.

(5) The proper placement of refuse for collection by city forces.

(6) United States Postal Service boxes, or individual mailboxes for mail delivered

by the postal service, when any such box is kept in good condition and does not constitute a traffic
hazard as determined by the city's traffic engineer.
(7) Receptacles for newspapers only when attached to a support with a mailbox.
(8) Public utility facilities and operations when in accord with a state or city
franchise, applicable plats, and this chapter.
(b) Contractors' trailers, reasonable quantities of material for adjacent construction, and certain
structures and/or appendages thereto may be located within the public right-of-way in accord with
Chapters 44 and 45 of the Uniform Building Code as adopted by this Code.
(c) The city council hereby delegates the review and approval of requests for neighborhood block
parties to the city engineer who may issue a traffic control order permitting such activity.
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Additional points:

1) Who operates the Farmers Market

1) Sales on City owned property or within parks and
non-traditional recreational purposes

24



Midiand

CONCLUSION




e Putnam Park is NOT an established park

e Putnam Park is NOT subject to the

requirements and protections of Section 5.7 of
the Midland City Charter

e Putnam Park CAN be used for a farmers market
as allowed under Section 22-1 of the City of
Midland Code of Ordinances

£)

Midland
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Parks & Recreation Concerns

1. Can Putnam Park be used for
the purpose of a farmer’s
market?

2.1Is there a need to maintain
Putnam Park for some other
form of parks and recreation
use?
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