
MIDLAND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING OF AGUSUT 3, 2016
MIDLAND CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

7:00 P.M.

PROPOSED MINUTES

1) Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairperson John Metevia

2) Pledge of Allegiance

3) Roll Call:
a. MEMBERS PRESENT:  Carlson, Carney, Metevia, Rankin, Rice, Steidemann, Varela
b. MEMBERS ABSENT:  Billotti
c. OTHERS PRESENT:  Grant Murschel, Community Development Planner; Eric 

Wrozek, resident

4) Election of Chair and Vice Chair:  It has been the Commission’s practice to elect a new chair 
and vice chair annually at the first meeting of the fiscal year.  In keeping with the practice, 
Murphy asked for nominations for the position of chair and an oral vote was taken.  

Carney nominated Metevia to serve as chair and Varela seconded the nomination.  Motion 
passed 7-0, with Metevia abstaining from the process.

Steidemann then nominated Rankin to serve as vice chair and Carlson seconded the 
nomination.  Motion passed 7-0, with Rankin abstaining from the process

5) Minutes of June 7, 2016:   Varela motioned, Steidemann seconded to receive minutes of the 
meeting of June 7, 2016. Motion passed 8-0.

6) Call to Audience:  None

7) Blake Park renovation proposal from resident Eric Wrozek:  Murphy introduced Eric Wrozek,
who has met with staff to review a proposed project he would like approval to move forward 
with at Blake Park.  Murphy shared that Blake Park, also known as the Ashman fields, is no 
longer programmed for City events.  In the past, these were two softball fields used for adult 
recreational softball.  When Redcoats Complex was built, these fields were no longer used for 
the softball program.  One field was removed in 2014, with the backstop left for the field 
closest to the overpass for drop in use.

Wrozek shared a presentation on his proposal to repurpose the drop-in softball field at Blake 
Park into an adult community baseball field.  The field would be used by a men’s baseball 
team with 20-25 games played per season and the field available for community use by 
anyone.  Wrozek shared a map of the park and showed where the field would be located, with 
the fence cutting slighting into the current gravel parking area to allow for a high school sized 
field.  The team would consist of Midland players playing in the Gratiot County Baseball 
League.  Wrozek’s plan includes raising the money for construction in April 2017. The City 
would provide mowing of the field and if the league wanted additional lining of the field, the 



City would do so for a fee.  Wrozek is estimating the cost to be $40,000 for the project and is 
hoping for donations and fundraising events to raise the money.

Steidemann asked what the age of the players would be, and Wrozek stated 18 years and up.  
Metevia asked if this is an existing team, and Wrozek shared that he would be forming the 
team from existing players who currently travel to Saginaw to play.  Metevia asked if the 
Gratiot County league is supportive of the project and Wrozek said Gratiot County is always 
looking for more locations to play.  Carney asked if there were any liability issues and what 
happens if other teams come and want to use the field.  Murphy stated that we would require a
certificate of insurance from the Gratiot County league and we would look into a field usage 
agreement for the team plus a field rental for other groups interested in reserving field space.

Murphy asked the Commission for a recommendation on whether the project proposal is an 
acceptable use of the existing park space, and whether Wrozek has approval to move forward 
with fundraising for the project.  Rice motioned and Carney seconded to recommend the 
project for approval and to authorize Wrozek to proceed with his fundraising efforts.   Motion 
passed 8 - 0.

8) Wayfinding signage for non-motorized trail system:  Grant Murschel, Community 
Development Planner for the City, presented a proposal for a non-motorized wayfinding 
signage package.  Murschel shared that $100,000 was allocated by the Entranceways Initiative
Task Force (EITF) for this project with the City’s planning department directed to undertake 
project development.  A work group of community members was assembled to assist with this
phase of the project.  The group compiled an inventory of existing signs, suggested what 
wayfinding signage is needed, determined the content of the signs and solicited assistance 
from a wayfinding and design professional.  Good Design and Gene Ullery-Smith Graphic 
Design were chosen to propose a design concept.  Murschel shared the 3 design concepts that 
were presented to the work group and talked about which designs were voted on by the group 
to move forward.  There are 30 proposed signs and Murschel reviewed the project extent from
the Duck Hunters Memorial south to the Chippewa Nature Center and Overlook Park.  The 
project has been reviewed and approved by the EITF, with suggestions to add distances to the 
signs.  Murschel shared the next step is review by the Parks & Recreation Commission with a 
recommendation for approval by City Council.  Murschel shared the hope is to install the 
signs by winter, depending on the fabrication time frame.

Murphy asked the Commission for a recommendation to City Council to support the proposed
wayfinding signage proposal as presented by Murschel.  Varela motioned and Rankin 
seconded to recommend that City Council accept the wayfinding signage proposal.  Motion 
passed 8-0. 

9) Central Park pavilion donation:  Murphy presented a donation to the City of a mid-century 
modern design pavilion to be constructed at Central Park in conjunction with the recent 
improvements to the play area.  The pavilion project is being led by Craig McDonald of the 
Alden B. Dow Home and Studio, with funding coming from the Alden and Vada Dow Family
Foundation, the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation and the Charles J. Strosacker Foundation.  
Murphy shared conceptual drawings of the pavilion and reported that City Council formally 
accepted the donation at their July 28 meeting in the interest of moving the project forward.  
Construction is scheduled for this fall with completion by mid-October.



10) Adoption of meeting calendar for 2017:  The Commission reviewed the proposed meeting 
calendar for the upcoming year, and decided to continue meeting on the first Tuesday of the 
month with the exception of election dates when meetings will be moved to Wednesday.  The 
Commission decided not to meet in January and July due to the proximity to the holiday, and 
not to meet in April due to Midland Public Schools’ spring break.  Under the ordinance, the 
Commission must meet six times per fiscal year.  The following meeting schedule was 
proposed for 2017 with the understanding that meetings will be cancelled in advance if the 
Commission does not have official business to address:

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 Tuesday, September 5, 2017
Tuesday, March 7, 2017 Tuesday, October 3, 2017
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 Wednesday, November 8, 2017
Tuesday, June 6, 2017 Tuesday, December 5, 2017
Tuesday, August 1, 2017

Steidemann motioned to approve the calendar with no scheduled meetings in January, April or
July, and Varela seconded the motion.  The motion passed 8-0.

11) Discussion Topics for FY 2016/2017 Work Plan: Murphy reviewed last fiscal year’s work 
plan for the Commission to consider.  The work plan defines the role of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission as an advisory committee to City Council, and explains the director’s 
role as staff liaison to the Commission.  The plan also contains a recommended list of topics 
for the Commission to discuss over the course of the year.

Murphy asked for suggestions on discussion topics for the upcoming fiscal year.  A list of 
proposed topics was discussed as well as a suggestion to roll forward topics that did not get 
covered in 2015/16, and Murphy will compile a tentative schedule for review and approval at 
the next Commission meeting.  

12) Project Report:
a. Central Park human sundial:  Murphy shared a conceptual drawing of a human sundial

that will be installed at Central Park through a generous donation from a community 
partner.  Construction is underway with completion in early fall.

b. America in Bloom tour:   Murphy reported that the America in Bloom (AIB) judges’ 
tour was a success.  Murphy shared a snapshot of the itinerary of the tour along with 
photos of the event.  Results will be presented to the City at the AIB awards ceremony 
in October.

13) Old Business :   None

14) New Business:  None

15) Adjourn:  Motioned by Rice, seconded by Rankin to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed 8– 0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,

Karen Murphy
Director of Public Services


